SCHOOLTEACHER turned
author, * Jenny Randies,
makes no secret of her
intention in researching
into and 'writing about
Unidentified Fiyving
Objects. It is not just to sell
books, reports CHRIS
CHILD

JENNY RANDLES'S
fourth book, The Pennine
UFO Mystery, just pub-
lished, investigates the
many - sightings and
reports  of unexplained
objects and incidents in
the Pennines area of
Yorkshire.

But Mrs. Randles said she
had never & out with the
intention of writing a book
that was going to sell. “I don't
say the things thal people
often want to hear about
UFOs,” she admitted. * People
who &are interested in the
ub, like to believe there
really are aliens at the heart
of this, and it is not very nice
for them to have to face up to
the realities, and 1 tell the
realities.”

Thirty - one - year - old Mrs.
Randles, a former geology
teacher in Cheshire, turned
her attention full-t o
UFOs five years ago. She first
became intrigued with them
on holiday in Blackpool 20
years ago, Now she is director
of investigations for the
British U Research Asso-
ciation, & job she carries out
from her home at Wallasey,
Merseyside

Photographs

“We are learning pretty
well o isolate the cases
reported to us very quickly so
that we now don't waste a lot

of time with
misidentification. We used to
become very frustrated

Sﬁfndin& a lot of time on
thin at were completely
worthless.” she said
Since the hit film Close
Encounters of the Third Kind
in 1978 there have been
reports  that sightings of
UFOs had increased four-fold,
But Mrs R:ndLu says that
the opposite has happened —
sighti have decreased con-
ably because people have
become more aware of what
there is in the sky

In Itu'illut nbﬁur. 1mr
cent. of ngs -
were llnllp:l‘tl]:lhll‘ Now
Mrs, w:. that figure
has ri about 30 per cent.

The Pennines area is of

rticular interest to her
ause’ of the amount of

UFO activity reported there
during the past 10 vears.

“There is no question that
the Pennine area has
definitely generated far more
UFO sightings that anywhere
in the f,' K. over the past 10
years,” she said.

But the hard work in
researching the experience of

le who have zeen UFOs
as turned up only about
three photographs that have
had anything about them.
said Mrs. Randles

“There is not a single
movie film that shows a
structured object. All the
movie films show is nothing
more than the best of what
the ordinary photographs
show."

Her scepticism about some
of the photographs does not
mean she has her doubts
about strange happenings in
the sky. “1 have no doubt at
all that there are several
unexplained phenomena at
the heart of the reports. |
have seen 100 Many cases over
the wears that cant be
explained, but 1 don't think
belief is a' natural pre-
réequisite to the research.™

World

The fact that an object
looks to be physically real is
still not _satisfactory proof,
said Mrs. Randles.

“Only sbout half s dozen
photographs in the whole
world have any sSubstance
about them. I turned up three
photos that had something
about th and two of those
were over 30 vearsold."

Mrs. Randles is hoping that
the change of attitude to
UFOs by Governments from
all over the world will help
them to bridge the gap
between the explained and
the unexplained.

“About five or six vears ago
every Government would say:
‘We have no evidence that
there is anything going on
here.’ Then in the United
States the Freedom of
Information Act was passed
and they had to release some
of this information.”

- -
Activity

She said that since then
other Governments had
become far more open-minded
about UFOs, including the
Ministry of Defence, which
she says are now likely to
make some of their files
freely available to her.

Mrs. Randles hopes this
will provide more informdtion
for her next book — UFOD
Reality, a study of experi-
ences and physical evidence
throughout the world.

It may also include more
references to the Pennines,
which could more
noted for UFOs than
Warminster did in the early
days of sightings.

“There is far more activity
along the Pennines than
Warminster betause I ‘has
been happening there without
any stimulus™ she said,
referring to the great wave of
whlmw which followed the

arminster "sightings of the

ot all there are several unexplained
phenomena at the heart of reports.”
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“Activity on the Pennines
has continued to happen and
has followed the same pat-
ternis, and is considerably
above the average for Britain,
without this kind of
promotion.”

Two of the investigators in
the east Pennines area are
Graham and Mark Birdsall,
both from Leeds. They have
had some 30 sightings
reported to them from the
area between G and
Carlton Moor, near Skipton,
since the beginning of the
Year.

Mrs. Randles is aiming to
keep in contact with the two
researchers.

Mr. Birdsall has said that
because of the lack of laison
between Mrs. Randles' organ-
isation BUFORA and the
research organisation Contact
International of which the
Yorkshire UFQ |, Society
belongs, that some. of the
sightings in the east Pennines
had not been followed up by
the author :

But she replies that the
lack of communication had
been on the part ofi the
Birdsalls, and she was. xvery
keen to co-nigmrate with: them
on their UFO sightingss: 1.

She said some of (their
research had nol *been
included in the PenninesUFO
Mystery because the 15

had hadmlga. g o zin
January . AT
Thus her next book ought
to - include
from the Y re side of
the Pennines, . she
receives ahout ngs a_
week overall. .




